Phil Bryden's Spoken Comments on Gina Grimshaw's, Marie Banich's, and Joe Hellige's Symposium Talks
Thanks Barb. I am in a very elegant position here. Discussants don't actually have to prepare talks, and they don't really have to have pretty overheads. What you've been listening to, I think, is a marvelous state-of-the art summary of what research on interhemispheric integration is like, and I think Dr. Bulman-Fleming has done a superb job of organizing this symposium, except for the guy at the end who could be replaced with no great trouble.
What you have heard though, is that each one of the three speakers has used a very different procedure for looking at interhemispheric interactions and each one of the three speakers has found somewhat different results. Sometimes there are integrations, sometimes there are interferences and sometimes there is summation between the two hemispheres. And I think all of this calls back this morning's seminar about Justine Sergent because Justine did argue that the task-demands of the situation and the physical stimuli in the situation would be critical in any kind of experimentation. And I've argued before that one has to pay attention to what the subjects think they are doing in particular experiments in order to understand what's going on, and that subjects don't always do what you think they're doing. They often do what they think they're doing. Consider the different procedures that we've seen; we've seen Gina Grimshaw use a dichotic-listening procedure to look for integration of conflicting information from one hemisphere to another; we've seen Joe Hellige use unilateral presentation and bilateral presentation of identical material and look for a summation so that bilateral performance is better than unilateral performance; we've looked at Marie Banich presenting a multiplicity of visual stimuli in both visual fields simultaneously to look at the matching and scanning patterns during this procedure.
There are certainly other ways of doing it and I have a couple of modest additions to this list. I have to get publicity in for our own laboratory, so I want to add two other little experiments that we have done in the last year or two and I'm not going to give you any detail so you can't attack me on the experiments. This is a study that was developed by an Indian visitor to my laboratory Manas Mandal although Gina Grimshaw was responsible for much of the testing. What we did was to compare situations (with the appropriate controls and all of that jazz) in which you saw a word that had an
